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What is the study about? 

The study examined the effects of performance- based 
scholarships for low- income community college students 
(ages 22- 35) who were required to enroll in remedial 
courses. The study evaluated the impact of the 
scholarships on continued community college enrollment, 
credits attempted and earned, and cumulative grade- point 
average (GPA). All study subjects were eligible for Pell 
Grants. 

Study authors randomly assigned 1,502 students at two 
New York City community colleges into one of three 
groups: (a) students were offered a performance- based 
scholarship for two semesters (up to $2,600); (b) students 
were offered a performance- based scholarship for two 
semesters plus one summer term (up to $3,900); and (c) 
students were not offered a performance- based 
scholarship, though these students were still eligible to 
receive other financial aid. Scholarships were awarded 
directly to students, on top of their existing financial aid, 
at the beginning, middle, and end of each semester, 
contingent on their continued enrollment and grades. The 
two scholarship groups were combined for most analyses. 


What did the study report? 

Study authors reported findings for a number of outcomes 
related to enrollment, course taking, and grades. The 
portion of the study that examined enrollment rates 
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reported that at the end of the two- semester program, 

78.1% of the scholarship students were still enrolled, 
versus 76.6% of the students in the control group. 

Enrollment for the scholarship and control groups, 
respectively, was 61.9% versus 60.7% one semester after 
the program ended, and 51.2% versus 49.5% two 
semesters after the program ended. None of these differences are statistically significant. 
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